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Honeyman feels the sting

For decades, Salleh Mohammed Noor has relied on several fualang
(bee trees) in the Pedu rainforast fo harvest honeycombs. His
livelihaod is now under threat as the frees, which provide shelter to
giant honey bees, are being earmarked by loggers for timber.  Salleh,
also known as Pak Teh Lebah, said that in February he found 2 15 cm
axe incision in one of the century old trees. “The tree has withered”,
said Pak Teh. “Even the branches have become briftle, causing the bees
to stay away. In the 1970s there would be 100 colonies on the tree, but
the number declined to about 20 about 15 years ago. My last harvest
was March last year”. With the tree dying, Salleh is now left with six
fualang trees to source for honay,

Salleh began harvesting honey in the Pedu forest in 1968 afler ablaining
approval from the Kedah Sultan. “Honey hunters need permission from
the Sultan as the honey belongs to the ruler. | will seek an audience
with the Sultan to inform him of the tree’s fate and that of other lualang
trees in the forest,” he said.

Datuk Professor of Apiculture and Pollination Biology at Universiti Putra
Malaysia, Makhdzir Mardan, urged the Government fo draw up a policy
(o protect fualang trees.  Director of Kedah Forestry Department, Kasim
Osman, said he would investigate the matter and question the timber
concessionaire in the area.

lllegal logging

Kasim Osman said he believe loggers were taking advantage of the
trans-zastern hinterland highway being constructed thraugh the torest
alongside Pedu Lake to transter the sawn timber out. The logging came
to light after honey hunters found trees chopped down.

and a century old fualang or bee tree marked for felling in the forest
reserve. “Only the highway contractor is given a permit to cut down
trees which are in the way of the highway alignment. However, we
found that trees have been felled 400m from the highway construction
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area”. Kasim Osman added that the frunk from a fualang tree is worth
MYR5,600 (US$1,640; €1,200). Under Section 15 of the 1984
Forestry Act anyone found guilty of cutting down frees in the forest
reserve faces a fine of RMS00,000 (USE146,430; €106,800).
Malaysian Nature Society President Datuk Seri Dr Salleh Mohd Nr urged
the Department to ensure the rainforest was not compromised for the
sake of development.

Source: Tunku Shahariah, published on www. thestar.com. March 2007

Environmental effect
The occurmence of regional haze greatly affects the bees. In turn that is
presumed to affect the pollination services provided by Apis dorsala to
the tropical rainforest flora, for example Dipterocarpus and many Shorea
spp. In Sri Lanka it has been found that more than 50% of the insect
numbers caught in the forest canopy are Apis dorsala.

Smoke definitely disorientates
honey bees: beekeepers use it
when managing their colonies.
When the forest ar the whole —
nation is covered with a haze
caused by open burning in
Sumatera Indonesia, it resulls
in delay and a reduced number
of colonies of Apis dovsata
seftling on the bee trees. In one
haze season a few years ago,
there were only 10 bee colonies
settled on the bee tree and a
delayed season due fo delayed
flowering. But what will FE g

happen if the haze continues to oo N SOUTH KA.
come every year and harvests

become even less?
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