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Making homes for bees

Forest and rocks are sacred fo the Cholanaicken people as they belisve
that the Maladeivam (God of hills) lives in the forest. The Cholanaicken
do not harvest honey from sacred rocks. The Thali varal is one such rock,
acting like @ gene pool for the bees. Honey is widely consumed in this
region and it is important to understand the honey hunting process.
Elderly people are skilled in atiracting honey bees to the bee-nesting
trees. They look for trees on hill slopes, where the wind is not strong.
The people endeavor to make these trees visible to the bees by clearing
planis around the trees, making way for the bees to land.

Tetrameles nudifiora (cheeni), Wiightia tincforia (pala). Lagersiroamia
microcarpa (venteak) and Stereospermum colais {poopathiri) are some
of the trees used by Apis dorsala haney bees for nesting. These trees
are well branched, and usually the bees nest midway along these
branches. The honey hunter stands on these branches during honey
harvesting [April-Jung), and collects the honey combs.

Acquiring the skills

The Cholanaickens learn honey hunting skills fram their parents. At an
early age, children accompany the hunters when honey harvesting, and
also during collection of non timber forest products {NTFPs). The
children learn the skills during the process through watching carefully.
& honey hunting graup consists of 7-8 men, although the number varies
depending upon the number of colonies to be harvested. The senior
members of the honey hunting team tie the bamboo ladders (poles) to
the honey treg and the youngsters climb them. By about the age of 20,
a young man is skilled to climb any free and safely harvest honey from
an Apis dorsata colony.

Ownership of trees
There are two kinds of awnership of honey trees:

Temporary ownership. When the Cholanaicken go for NTFFs collection
in the forest, they may find honey bee colonies in tree cavities or in
termite mounds. Whoever spols the comb puts 2 mark on the tree with a
bunch of fresh leaves of Strobilanifes ciliafus (kurings), Wrightia sp
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(pala), Xilia xylocarpa {frul) and Helicleres isora (edampiri valam pir).
The person who finds the honey tree makes an incision in the bark at a
height of abaut 130 cm or where it is visible to others. Then the person
places fresh leaves in a verlical position on the bark. They make the
mark on the bark of the tree in case they do not find fresh leaves of
shrubs. When the honey is mature they will harvest it. Because they
respect their traditions and rituals, no one would dare to collect honey
helonging fo another person. There have been cases of deaths caused
by the violation of this traditional |aw.

Hereditary ownership. This gives ancesiral right to collect honey from a
particular tree. Teframeles nudifiora (cheeni), Wrightia finclorfa (pala),
[ agersiroemia microcarpa (venteak) and Stereaspermium colais
(poopathiri) are frees where Agis dorsala often build nests, Heraditary
ownership applies to most of these trees with a clear understanding
within the community as to which family ach tree balongs.
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